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\ Ex-Sandinista’s Opposition Group Falters

By Christapher Diekey
\u:rm.gwn Poatiqre:gnéemce

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica—Fden Pastora, a hgrg
of the 1979 Nicaraguan revolution and now a
leading opponent of the revolutiopary govern-
ment, called the latest attampts a bring him into
the ranks of antigovarpmen roups allied with
former soidiers of the Somogg giutamrship “noth-
ing but fireworks,”

ub @ reorganiaation announced by the
1;enemJHl right-wing  Democratie Nicaraguan
Forces In Pt Lauderdale yesterday in an attempy
to attract Pastora’s allies, if not him, cames ag hig
camp b plagued by doybts,
lier this week Pastora waxed philosophica)
in the late-night quiet of hig curtained office
among his five telephones, his radios, his topo,
graphlc maps angd hiy submaching guns op the
wooded outskirts of the Coata Rigan ¢apitg],

“I don’t know if it is realism or romanticismy,”
said the exiled Sandinista “Commander Zero" of
his efforts to alter the pro-Moscow coursg of the
revolution he helped create.

Frustrations have piled on frustrations since
Pastors announced in April that he would force
Nicaragua’s current reonutiomry leaders ouf of
“their mansions and theiy Mercedes Benz” at gun-
point i{ necesgary,

Potentially he is the most [nflugntial opponent
of the powerful nine-member Sandinista I&;ﬂanal
Directorate, an authentig hero of the revolution
with 2 mix of machismo gnd moderation that Nj-
caraguans find appealing and Washington could
probably find acceptable,

He openly dexpises and is generally desplued by
anti-Bandinista rehels working with groups of the
defeated Somuza dictatorship’s National Gugrds-
men. He fought the Natipnal Guard for 20 years
and continues refusing to join anyone who was
connected with it. He says he wants g leftist roy.
olution and they do not.

Vhat ke opposes s the incrensing alignmont

with M continued abrvideement of

[P LT b stes ) Srlanugua,

st biis Pastor ds denoynced us g traitor
Intelligonco Agency stooge by for.

deav it Ho

;
and a Contral

\ outside, But just thls week Pastora and

mer qamrades he thought would flogk to his hane
nerV

But Pastora’s revolutionary middle road Appare
antly remains a gketch on the drawing board while
the ex-guardsmen and thejr frignds in the Ni-
earaguan Damocratic Forces have built g substae
tial little army to fight the Sandinistas in narthern
and eastern Nicaragua, )

Excipt_ for clandestine radio broadeasts over
“The Voice of Sandino,” which Pestora openly
admits originate in Costa Rica, his organization
has yel to take anf]' actions palitically, diplomat-
leally or militarily that are even discernibla in Nio.
aragua, .

Pastora's people say they are waiting, building
up a polltical orgapfzation inside theip country
and consolidating support for their movement
his polit«
lcal allies were rehutfed by a delegation from the
Sociglist International visiting Nicaragua, Costa
Rica and Panama.

When the group of moderate leftist politieians
headed by former Venezuglan president Carlos
Andres Poree granted him 2 hurrled audiencg
Sunday night, Pastora aald he asked them to stop
giving the eurrent Nicaraguan government a
“blank check” and to quit making excusea for g
regimg that rigidly cenpors the press, mocks the
elactoral process as a "raffle,” ang Iy increasingly
aligned with the Saviet Uniop,

“They only ligtened,"” he said.

Relations with Washington appear to be a com.
plex no-win proposition for the moment., When
Reagan vigited here |ast week, Pastora says he
made it a point to leave the country, .

“I fled," ha laughed.

Alfonso Robels, a former member of Nicarg-
#ua's revolutionary junta apd g key Pastora glly,
waid the Reagan administration, far from aiding
them, has moved to thwart Pastora and his group
by shutting them oft from- acces ta Honduran
hases of “operation  while favaring the ex-
gunrdsman,

Ao ovachran Rrleies, oAy Semino

prosper,

“The peopls we're
Wwho were in the revalution,”
pariment official g he deseribeq the

interested in are the anes
said one State De-

kind of goy-

ernment he would Jike to ses in power in Mana.

a,

The Sandinstas
being in the pay of the (CIA,
belo insigt that they receive o
gavernment.

b Pag

repﬁawdlg charge them with
U

tora and Ra.

money from any

Although there arg at Jeast half a dozen brend-

new four-wheel-drive cars outside hig

tora guessed that his
300,000 to $400,000 since his April
egainat the Natlonal Directorate.
Hoisting a battered, black Swap
transmitter onto hjs desk, he said eve
kround radio station was not expens|

declarations

350 D radio
n the under-
v, requliring

nothing more than the semiportable Instryment

he was demonstrating,
it from 200 to 1,500
tecorder to plug In the message,
“Conspiring i& cheap,” ha smiled.
But action is not, and in
8 reparter, Pastorg dynned
phone, sometimes seriously,
“We're about down to the
We'rg going to have ta rob
he waid. “The problem s,
[Niearaguan currency{
Pastora and Rohe

a bank in

0 both talk of

a signal amplifier ta boogt
watty and a little cassette

hetwesn comments to
old friends over thg

sometimes not,
bottom of the pocket.

Nicaragua,”

damn, those cordobas
aren’t worth anything,"

wanting to

avold g fight, hut thajr options eve narrowing both
hacauge of Sandinista policy and because they
have had so Little success with nthar means,

Robelo said that soon the group wil
he called “demonstrations

! begin what, |
of presence” In Nicara.

gua. Rut the only pravious example he cited was

an effort in Jyly to hlock

television transmissions

of Sandinista anniversary colobrations with a
hroadeast by Pastora. Only & fow housshalds were

able to pick it up,
“The fear T have is of miact of «
said Pastora, noting growiug b R

lesporation,”
ceitind mung.

bers of Nicaraguan Peasants oinimg px-guardsmen
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steadily tightening grip of the Sandini
Directorate,

e —

tighting the
sta National

offics, Pas-
group has spent in all only

man's wardrobe (thoug
here!) Instead, the qua
comprise his business
deliver on that bottom
and White Flint, )
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